
Grand Expedition Program Development Proposals 
 
We are pleased to invite IU faculty to develop proposals for IU’s 2020 Grand Expedition, which 
will recreate in spirit IU’s original 1885 summer education abroad program.   
 
Grand Expedition Program Guidelines 

• Design: Program length should be one to three weeks, and offer 1 – 3 credits for 
student participants. Program could also include a campus-based or online component. 

• Timing: Segments abroad should occur between June 8 and July 17, 2020.  Please list 
your preferred travel dates. If your dates are flexible, please let us know that as well. 

• Academic Focus: We are open to proposals from any discipline, but preference will be 
given to those that focus on languages, history, or natural sciences. 

• Locations: Program sites must fall within the general scope of the 1885 IU Summer 
Tramp [Scotland, Norway, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, England. For more 
details, see facsimile images of original 1885 program below]. 

 
Eligibility 
The Office of the Bicentennial is seeking proposals from regular full-time faculty members 
from any IU campus.  
 
Faculty who plan to offer a previously-approved overseas study program in one of the seven 
countries listed during the dates above should contact Overseas Study to see if their program 
can be offered as part of the Grand Expedition programs. Adding outdoor activities to existing 
programs is encouraged. 
 
Criteria for Evaluation 
Proposals will be evaluated by a joint committee of members of the Overseas Study Advisory 
Council and the Bicentennial Grand Expedition Committee. Successful proposals will be 
eligible for program and course development grants from OVPIA and the Office of the 
Bicentennial. 
 
Proposals will be evaluated based on academic quality, feasibility of the program, instructor’s 
teaching role in the program, extent of cultural enrichment, student costs, administrative 
efficiency, financial solvency, and student health and safety.  Special attention will be given to 
the program’s ability to capture the spirit of the original program’s focus on the local culture 
and outdoor environment.  
 
Please note: a limited number of proposals will be selected. Once a proposal is selected, the IU 
Office of Overseas Study will work with faculty to develop the final program. 
 
 
 



Required Materials 
1. Completed Application Form 
2. Narrative statement with the following components:	

• A summary of proposed course content and assignments that includes information 
about academic focus, program length (1-3 weeks), preferred dates, and locations	

• A list of the course’s learning objectives	
• An explanation of how the course fits into the context of the Grand Expedition	
• Your (the instructor’s) role in the course	
• A description of the extent of cultural enrichment activities associated with the 

course	
• A summary of co-educational opportunities for IU alumni (if any)	
• A summary of potential risk elements for participant health and safety	
• An estimate of any additional financial needs; these may include equipment, event 

fees, and other expenses	

3. Letter of endorsement from your department chair or other appropriate office 
4. Curriculum vitae 

 
**Deadline for applications is January 10, 2018 
 
Additional Information 
For further information about the Grand Expedition, please contact Jeremy Hackerd, 
Bicentennial Project Manager, 812-855-2000; jhackerd@iu.edu. 
 
For further information about potential OVPIA grants and previously approved overseas study 
programs, please contact the Office of Overseas Study, 812-855-9304; overseas@indiana.edu. 
 





 


